
Advice From Klinkenborg, Several Short Sentences 
As developed in class, Tues, 4/24 
 

1. If you can write strong, short sentences, then you can eliminate redundancy. This 
will help you to write long sentences because you will learn not to include 
unnecessary details. (10) 

2. Keep the space between the period and the subject of the next sentence short. (11) 

3. Topic sentences are unnecessary. They are redundant. People understand the 
point without a topic sentence (25-26) 

4. Overcrowded sentences become confusing. Readers become lost. Do not bulk for 
the sake of sounding better. (29) 

5. Klinkenborg says don’t write because you’ve been asked; write for you. He says 
that in school we are bored, and asked to write about topics that are not 
interesting to us. This leads to a decline of writing quality. (30) 

6. As a writer, it is your job to assign value to your own writings and ideas, regardless 
of structures presented to you. (37) 

7. Klinkenborg teaches his audience that noticing is good. If you notice something, it 
means it is important. Don’t ignore your own thoughts. (37) 

8. o not compare observations on a level beyond the physicality of what you are 
witnessing (through the use of metaphors). (40) 

9. Don’t make a sentence so with the intention of using a phrase you wanted to use. 
It'll just be a cliché. (44) 

10. Stay away from volunteer sentence. They are unoriginal. Make the piece cliché. 
(45) 

11. He says “A cliché is dead matter”. Klinkenborg makes the point that it is over 
used material, and including it does nothing for your writing. (45) 

12. Don't type before you think and don't write on instinct. (48) 

13. Read aloud sentences. (50) 

14. Read out loud. Eyes cannot hear sounds. Your brain hears rhythm better. (51) 

15. Read through your piece aloud to hear the rhythm, and syntax. (56-57) 

16. Look up meaning of words you want to use. (59) 

17. Pretend you are writing to a friend to make the writing more relaxed and natural. 
(74)  



18. Your writing should be natural and based on inspiration. You shouldn't overthink 
it or worry about the flow of the piece. It will just come with your train of thought. 
(78) 

19. All parts of your writing have to work towards your goal. It is important that your 
content matches the mechanical aspects of your writing - word choice and 
sentence structure. (81) 

20. Style is an unconscious thing--to force one will only obscure the truth of your 
writing. If the truth of your writing is clear, style will present itself where you are 
successful in telling it. Pursuing clarity, then, makes far more sense. (85) 

21. Revise the sentences in your head before putting the words down on the paper. 
Change the verbs, combine phrases, adjust the rhythm. Then write it down if you 
like the sentence. (86-88) 

22. Composition is not set in stone. Revisions are not just fixing an already made 
composition. It is a reopening of thought and new ideas can come from revision. 
(89) 

 
 
 
 
	


