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X5: Adopting and Adapting Woolf 

Andrew C 

. . . Stories are what people make of them, and one’s perception of a story may 
change the plot entirely but provide a unique meaning to that individual. Do not take the 
stories that I tell you word for word because you will then lose the purpose. Rather, filter 
them as experiences of your own so that you will be able to have better judgement in the 
future. 

What is that one thing that differentiates humans from everything else in existence? 
What is that indescribable feeling that you get when you know someone is being 
genuine? I started to understand that it was the ability to feel for others that makes people 
genuine and different from all other species as I read Philip K. Dick’s Do Androids 
Dream of Electric Sheep? Empathy is the ability to understand and share the feelings of 
another. In Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? people believed that “empathy, 
evidently, existed only within the human community” and that all humans are entitled to 
the quality of empathy (Dick 30). Although this belief is widely accepted, it is clear that 
feelings decrease as the technology increases. Technology has increased in this book to 
allow the creation of mood organs, which control people's emotions to feel happy, sad, 
angry, etc. at a scheduled time every day. But what is the point of scheduling emotions 
you may ask? This is the point I am trying to make about technology. Even if people 
“don’t feel like dialing anything at all,” there is “a setting that stimulates [their] cerebral 
cortex into” wanting to have their emotions programmed (Dick 7). It is outrageous for 
these mood organs to be controlling the feelings of these humans because they are what 
allow us to feel empathy for others and what brings us together as a race. Technology 
should never be able to tell us how we feel about other humans or be able to control us.  

Donnamarie G 

. . .  So what is feminism today?  By polling not only those on University of 
Delaware’s campus but students on campuses in different states, many have defined 
feminism as the equality of the sexes in all aspects including social, economic, and 
political class. This is remarkably similar to the definition found in Merriam Webster’s 
Online Dictionary. However, many people also have issues with what the feminist 
movement has become in today’s social, economic, and political climate. Some parts of 
today’s movement have been coined by terms such as “free the nip” and symbols such as 
“pussy hats”. Is this how modern feminism should be remembered in the history books? 
I’d like to believe that with today’s technology that we are able to spread the word about 
equality for all. This does not just include women marching for other women. Shouldn’t 
this include women, men, and all other sexes marching for each other to support each 
other? However, I can’t fully agree to the fact that feminism has helped the cause of 
feminism and equality. Too often we see Twitter wars with heated debates and people 
starting problems in the comments of another person’s post on Facebook. What future 
can we hope for if the younger generations can not have a simple conversation over 
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differing opinions. How will any work or progress be accomplished? These are worries 
that real people, real millennials are having. Many of today’s movements can be seen as 
extremist feminist who have misconstrued the definition of feminism and have turned it 
into a movement where women hate men and all men are evil. Even early feminist such 
as Virginia Woolf recognizes that men have treated women unequally but does not 
necessarily blame them. Woolf says “Life for both sexes-and I look at them, shouldering 
their way along the pavement-is arduous, difficult, a perpetual struggle” (Woolf 36). . . .  

Christina L 

I never had a great time in high school. I would struggle to complete my school 
work as I attempted to balance my extracurricular activities. Some of this was due to my 
high expectations for myself and otherwise it was caused by my ever-present anxiety. 
Why me? I do not think that question will ever be answered.  

            One thing I really hated were the people who spoke down to me - especially about 
the college application process. One day when I was meeting with my high school 
guidance counselor, I had never felt worse about who I was. I sat down in the red 
upholstered chair and proceeded to listen to what she said was “reassurance.” 
“Reassurance” that there were probably - PROBABLY - schools out there that would 
accept me. I was informed of paths I could take towards my future while I sat there in 
that uncomfortable red upholstered chair, wishing I was anywhere else. She would ask, 
“Community college?” and I would reply “nope.” I never saw attending community 
college as a possibility. If I am being completely honest, I believed that community 
college was “beneath me.” Note: I am aware that some very smart people begin their 
college education at community colleges. You have to understand where I am from for 
any of this to make sense. 

I live on the “Main Line” in Pennsylvania. . . . 

Baylee S 

. . . A large component of genetic manipulation is cloning. This is not what you 
think– it's not a copy machine that spits out an exact replication. It is used to clone organs 
or in some cases animals. People’s argument that by cloning animals doctors are limiting 
genetic diversity is true that there could be less genetic diversity among the cloned 
animals, but animals are not going to stop naturally reproducing. People who have family 
farms are not going to have cloned animals, which provides a source for new genes. The 
cloned animals have been used for tissue transplants, food, and helping endangered 
species. While it hasn't been proven that animal meat of a cloned animal is harmful 
compared to the meat of a natural offspring, some people feel that cloned animals are 
actually more nutritious due to the genetic engineering that is used in the cloning process. 
 As you can see genetic manipulation benefits society more than it hurts it. If you 
are not in agreement with me yet maybe I can persuade you with some facts. On average 
twenty people die waiting on a list for an organ (UNOS). If you lost a loved one because 
cloning organs was not allowed would you not me angry? . . . 
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Josh S 

For what purpose am I to complain about the dearth of Asian male role models in 
American cinema and television — it seems almost like an afterthought when you 
consider the major problems plaguing the world. Obviously, your attention may be better 
directed to solving the energy crisis; figuring out peace in the middle east; or creating a 
way to combat world hunger. However, I am going to try and reason out why this is a 
problem in our society. I am not here to argue — inundating your thoughts with dry 
statistics — but rather to shed some light on my thought process in concluding that in 
order to first achieve success in the media, Asian men must establish a strong comedic 
aptitude. I only hope to sway your opinion with my discussion on the topic as I begin to 
formulate a hypothesis. I will be speaking through personal experience and case study 
analysis as I will attempt to lay out clearly the thoughts floating around the nucleus of my 
brain. Take the information presented as you will, but I ask you to embark on this journey 
of thought with me before deciding if my point is truly pointless. 

 So then here I was, sitting in the lunch room awaiting the results. I recall packing 
a turkey sandwich that day, but it just as easily could’ve been ham and cheese. As I took 
a bite, something caught the corner of my eye. It was a single ant attempting to carry a 
potato chip remnant back to its colony. It was alone; struggling helplessly to sling the 
infinitesimal crumb over its back like a bindle. I admired how the ant was trying various 
methods to transport the chip, but I knew in the back of my mind that all of his attempts 
were futile. When I came to this realization, I heard the crisp footsteps of my acting 
teacher’s shoes touch the linoleum tiles of the lunchroom. . . .  

Zoe S 

Vegetarianism is traditionally viewed in a very positive light. It is saving animals, 
is it not? I have thought a good bit about vegetarianism throughout my life and there are 
definitely positives, as well as negatives that aren’t immediately apparent. Many people 
become vegetarians because they really care about animals and they don’t want to eat 
meat, which I can understand. I have grown up with animals; they are a huge part of who 
I am, to the point where I am a pre-veterinary sciences major. I currently live on a small 
family farm; we have about 90 acres. We do raise animals for meat, and it is really, really 
hard. Living on a farm has truly magical moments, but it also has really difficult times. 
Losing animals, and sending animals to the butcher never gets any easier. I can definitely 
see the appeal of wanting to stop eating them. But in the end, we are omnivores. The 
human race is built to eat meat, and there can be repercussions when they don’t. Many of 
the vegans and vegetarians that I talk to struggle with getting a lot of the nutrients they 
need, because they don’t get it from meat. They may have to take supplements, or even 
stop being a vegetarian because they need to take care of their body. Not having the 
nutrients they need can make daily function difficult. They may have less energy, and 
faint on occasion, among other health effects. Aside from the health issues that result 
from vegetarianism, there are other negatives that are not as well known. For example, 
many vegetarians may still eat dairy products, or eggs. I am all for producing milk and 
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eggs, but there are a lot of ways that it can be very harmful if not done correctly. For 
example, what do you think happens to all of the male cows and chickens that don’t 
produce milk or eggs? Well, many of them are used for meat, and with large agricultural 
businesses, they usually don’t do it in a very humane way. The animals, both male and 
female, are treated terribly and live in horrendous conditions, forced to produce way 
more than their bodies are made to handle, and then they are killed and used for meat 
when they can no longer produce like they used to. Personally, I think that vegetarianism 
and veganism can be very good options, and I fully support a lot of the reasons people 
decide to become one. However, it has to be done correctly. . . . 

 

 
 

 

 

	


