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X7: Revising With Klinkenborg 

Abby F 

A	Christmas	Dinner	

Every year during the holidays, the entirety of my extended family gathers for 

festivities and some very long dinners. The meals at these dinners are never very long, 

but. The discussion that happens over them often extends far past when the plates are 

empty. While many families have strict “no politics at the table” policies, my family has 

the exact opposite. In fact, in the recent year, as even the youngest cousins have begun 

participating in our heated debates, we have eagerly looked forward to picking a topic to 

discuss, sometimes starting to argue even before food was on the table. We eagerly look 

forward to picking a debate topic. The youngest cousins have even begun 

participating. During this past year’s Christmas eve dinner, an extremely interesting and 

controversial topic was introduced. Normally, most of the family agrees, and we seem to 

just be ganging up on the one or two dissenters, or simply agreeing with each other in 

slightly different ways. But this dinner? It was much more divisive than that. 

“But restricting a woman’s right to choose in any way is unconstitutional, it’s a 

violation of Roe vs. Wade!”  

In the dining room of my aunt’s house, there is a long table that, except for family 

dinners like these, is normally covered in miscellaneous items. Tonight, it was 

surrounded by my immediate family, my aunt and her family, as well as my grandparents 

and my aunt’s mother and brother -in law.my family and my aunt’s family. We were in 

the middle of a heated debate.  

“I agree, but in places like Finland, there is almost a 90% abortion rate of children 

with Down’s syndrome. They’ve almost eradicated it altogether, it’s terrible,” my aunt 

fired back.  

Her youngest son has autism, so the topic of neurological disabilities is something 

the whole family is educated in and has strong opinions about invested in. Across the 

table, my nana chimed in, bringing up the fact that importance of genetic testing. such as 

the tests done to determine if a fetus has Down’s syndrome . . . 

 



Harris | E110 | X7 | 2 

	

Reflection: 

The biggest change to this paper was the format of it, and how I sectioned things 

out. One of the biggest features of Klinkenborg’s writing that jumped out to me was how 

he strived to clarify his writing as best as he could. I tried to emulate this by sectioning 

off my piece differently. I separated all of the quotations by my family members and 

made sure that whenever a new person spoke, it was the start of a new paragraph. I also 

separated out my paragraphs by changes in ideas, as Klinkenborg does with his writing. 

Consequently, this seemed to get eliminate the “topic sentence” like parts of my writing 

and made them seem more like a cohesive part of my writing. I also went back and did 

some smaller edits on some of my sentences, to shorten/clarify the meaning of them. I am 

a very wordy writer so this was difficult for me to do. I tried to stick to the sentences that 

I wrote that stood out to me as especially long or that I felt could be clearer. I put a 

strikethrough in the parts of my sentences that I decided to delete, and bolded what I 

replaced the deleted text with. Overall, I am happy with the edits I made, and I think that 

in general it improved my writing. I am a rather wordy person by nature, however, and I 

think that too much editing on a sentence by sentence basis would result in a piece that I 

was not totally happy with.  
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Megan M 

Case	by	Case	Basis;	Consideration	of	Plagiarism	

	

Consider all of the people who have ever stolen something. What did they steal: a car, a 

pencil, money, shoes? Were they all punished the same way? No, the punishment they received 

was based on what was stolen. Circumstances under which he or she stole it was considered. This 

is how I feel plagiarism should be handled. The punishment for plagiarism should not be 

immediately expulsion from a school or a work place. Throughout the first few weeks of this 

semester, I have come to a conclusion. Every side of each case should be carefully considered 

before any punishments are handed out.  

 I found it intriguing to consider each scenario Posner presented us and his analysis of 

them. There were some situations where I agreed there was a clear case of plagiarism. Some parts 

I was confused. I asked myself, “Is it okay for authors to hire ghost writers to complete a book 

series?” I decided that because a ghost writer is aware that their writing is being claimed by a 

different person, and is being paid for it, that it is not plagiarism. However, I do not agree with it. 

I feel that doing this is deceiving the reader, who believes they are reading someone’s work when 

they actually are not. Plagiarism comes in all different shapes and sizes. Sometimes, it is blatantly 

obvious that a person has copied another’s work down word for word. Other times it is tricky to 

decide whether a paragraph that has been taken and rephrased is truly plagiarism or not. In the 

case that someone is accused of plagiarism, careful analysis of the writing should take place.  

 In The Small Room, Sarton challenged us to decide whether or not we thought the reason 

someone commits an act of plagiarism should be taken into account when they are caught. In the 

novel, Jane caves under the immense pressure she was put under by her professors and especially 

by herself. She was an intelligent woman who made the terrible mistake of stealing another 

author’s writing. If Jane had been expelled, it would have meant the end of her education. This 

would have drastically limited the number of opportunities that she had. Motives need to be 

considered when deciding how to punish the plagiarist. Without doing so, it may mean the end of 

one’s education, career, etc.  

 The first two books were written from a bystander’s perspective. Wolff’s novel was 

written from the view of the plagiarist himself. This gave me an interesting look into the mind of 

someone like this. The narrator was clearly under stress because of the competition he was 

competing in to meet Hemingway. Reading this reinforced my previous opinions. In this case, I 
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agreed with the outcome of his crime. He stole another student’s work and claimed it as his own. 

He did it because he was obsessed with winning the competition. This had nothing to do with the 

pressures of the real world, However, his expulsion did not mean the end of opportunities. He 

went on to eventually become a fine writer himself. I second guessed my decision to consider the 

motive for an act of plagiarism when dictating punishment for it. However, I still stand by it. I 

believe there are some cases in which it really would drastically change a person’s life for the 

worse.  

 Before this semester started, I had not known much about plagiarism beside the fact that I 

shouldn’t do it. Now, I have a full understanding of the complexity of it. I know all of the actions 

and consequences that are involved. I find it harsh to immediately expel someone for plagiarizing 

without considering a few things: how bad did he or she plagiarize, why did he or she plagiarize, 

and how would being expelled affect them in the future. Plagiarism should be taken on a case to 

case basis the same way that any other crime is. Without doing this, it could possibly mean a 

significant negative change in one’s life that is very hard to come back from.  

 

Reflection:  

I enjoyed this activity. I got to look at my piece in a new light. The things Klinkenborg taught me 

were not things I had thought of before. I really liked the way my piece sounded without topic 

sentences. (25-26) The flow is much smoother and the point is not lost as all. When practicing 

reading my piece out loud I quickly understood the benefit of doing this. (50-51) I was forced to 

move slower through my piece. This allowed me to catch what I hadn’t when reading in my head. 

I found it easy to realize when words were unnecessary in a sentence and even easier to break 

apart my long sentences into short ones. (29) I also noticed that I ended with my piece with a very 

cliché topic sentence so I changed that up. (45) Overall, I found that the changing my piece 

according to Klinkenborg’s advice improved it.  
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Taylor K          

Deceitful	Secrets	:	The	Importance	of	Originality		

	 Be true to yourself. This inspirational phrase is found tattooed on my dad’s arm. 
It is serves as a constant reminder to himself and my family and I to always be sincere, 
honest, and authentic. As I carry these values with me as I go through life, I  find myself 
to be am a strong advocate for originality. Thus, The presence of numerous mistaken and 
hidden identities in Tobias Wolff’s story upsets me. With the Narrator’s plagiarism and 
the Dean’s concealed truth, the values I cherish that I’ve held so close were dishonored. 
The way in which both characters distorted the truth and suffered consequences for their 
actions emphasizes the need for originality. Why didn’t they be true to themselves? 

 The Narrator’s act of plagiarism represents a clear lack of originality. Since Susan 
Friedman's piece was remarkably reflective of the Narrator’s own life, the narrator argues 
that “these thoughts were [his] thoughts, this life [his] own” (Wolff 126). The Narrator 
then enters the paper into the competition for Ernest Hemingway’s audience. According 
to Posner, this is an obvious case of plagiarism that deserves immediate repercussion. 
With Sarton’s sympathetic nature, she would most likely look into the situation and 
investigate the true reason for the Narrator’s plagiarism. In my opinion, I don’t find it 
possible for him to recognize the piece as his own, when he consciously went through the 
effort to changed the character names and the setting of the paper. Ever Since we were 
kids, the definition of plagiarism has been engraved into our minds. Although the book is 
based on a story that occurred decades ago, Posner made it clear that the public was able 
to identify plagiarism by historical figures. Therefore, It is inconceivable that the 
Narrator did be so ignorant to not acknowledge that his actions represented a serious 
literary crime. Obviously, It is clear the Narrator never truly understood himself, causing 
him to latch onto a story that seemed to mirror his own life. This reveals his 
misunderstanding of his own identity and his severe lack of originality. by not being true 
to himself. I am sure that If the narrator was less busy living through the Fountainhead, 
rewriting Hemingway’s books, and plagiarizing Susan’s story, he could actually compose 
a real, true piece from his heart.  

 Looking at the book as a whole, The Narrator’s plagiarism acts as a parallel to the 
Dean’s secret regarding his fictional relationship with Ernest Hemingway. When the 
boys ask Arch personal questions about Hemingway, he doesn’t admit fails to come 
clean that he has never even met the famous writer. This deceitful act masks Arch’s true 
identity. His argument for concealing the truth is that he had “some hidden yearning to be 
part of the great world. To be important, even by association” (Wolff 181). The problem I 
have with this excuse is that I don’t believe that a person needs to prove themselves to 
anyone -- especially not to close colleagues and students. Why did Arch feel the need to 
pretend he was someone he wasn’t? From my perspective, I believe that if he stayed true 
to himself, the boys would look up to him no matter what whether he was friends with 
Hemingway or not. Eventually, The hidden truth drove Arch to leave his prestigious 
position as Dean. This led him into a standstill. This standstill is a result of his lack of 
originality, as his hidden identity inhibited his personal growth. How can you grow if you 
are not being yourself? 
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 Both the Narrator and Arch failed to be sincere, honest, and authentic. Their 
deceitful acts revealed their absence of originality. and their mistaken understanding of 
They fail to take advantage of the power they possess as unique individuals to do 
something great and be a role model. At the end of the book, In the end, the two 
characters seem to forgive themselves as they re-enter the place associated with their 
dishonesty. We can only hope that they go back being true to themselves. 

  

Reflection 

I made many edits revolving around Klinkenborg’s idea that short sentences are 
more concise and impactful.  Thus, I attempted to take out transitional phrases and 
unnecessary words as I went along. I found myself taking the word “that” out of many of 
my sentences, as I realized its presence is not necessary for most of my sentences to make 
sense. I think this will be very helpful for editing previous pieces and writing in the 
future, as I can easily make my point more clear and concise by removing this word.  

One edit I attempted to make, but had trouble making, was removing my topic 
sentences. I feel as though topic sentences give a strong introduction to each subtopic that 
builds on my point. Similarly, when reading books, I like reading the back first to get an 
idea of what I will be reading about. This helps me with reading comprehension, 
something I have always struggled with. Thus, taking out my topic sentences made me 
cringe, so one I simply made more concise as I felt like it was necessary to understand 
where I was bringing my point.  
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Rebecca D 

The Stars Double Standard (Rewrite) 

When Lucy began to realize Jane had plagiarized and felt “a chill of apprehension run 
through her” (Sarton 87), the teacher in me connected with her and understood the distress. 
Teachers want their students to success and have the best career possible. Students crave being in 
control. For this, they turn to plagiarism. What was Jane’s reason for plagiarizing the paper? That 
she was being overwhelmed and overworked and needed a way to prove her excellence when she 
was unable to produce it (99-100).  

 Lucy seeking out Jane is interesting because Lucy wanted zero student-teacher 
relationships. There is a distinct double standard here as when a student having personal issues is 
not allowed to talk to Lucy, but when Jane’s plagiarism comes to the surface, instead of going 
straight to the authorities, she warns Jane. There is a major double standard for exceptional 
students because teachers want and need them to succeed because it reflects positively on the 
teacher.  

The double standard of exceptional students and athletes versus the remainder of the 
student body has always been a part of the education system that has irked me. It is as if a student 
who has promise in the future ‘cannot afford to have a person of this quality blackballed for life’ 
(120), despite doing something highly punishable and in some cases even illegal. My junior year 
the valedictorian was on his way to Harvard in the fall. He was known as a cheater and plagiarist 
on his papers and work throughout high school, yet, was never called out on it. Even when his 
teacher called him out on it senior year and went to the principal, the issue was brushed aside. 
This student graduated on time without punishment. Other students would not have been so 
lucky.  

Similarly, my town’s baseball coach had his star player house sit his house for the 
weekend. When the coach returned, he realized his house was trashed, furniture and windows 
destroyed, because the star player threw a giant party. In any other situation or time, this would 
have been reported as a crime and the students most likely would have been suspended. The 
actual outcome however was far from the predicted. The truth of the matter was that the baseball 
team was going for the state championships the following weekend and the team would not 
perform well with half the team out on suspension. In turn, another instance of students 
performing harm and damage, but it is getting swept under the rug because of special 
circumstances.  

 Carryl Cope speaks about how the laws are just laws but that does not mean that there are 
not ways to get around the laws. Jane is special, so she obviously does not have to follow the 
same rules as everyone else: the truth of her plagiarism coming out would destroy her future 
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career. However, I think wrongdoings should be punishable. The specific person guilty does not 
matter.  

 

Reflection: 

Most of the edits that I did to the paper were making them less redundant, less wordy and 
more concise. I often would repeat myself from things that I would say in a topic sentence for 
example. This Is from pages 25-26 of Klinkenborg when he talks about how topic sentences are 
unnecessary. One of my last paragraphs for example I originally introduced how my high school 
baseball team had a similar experience with crime and lack of punishment. Instead of saying that, 
I just added the word similarly and went straight to the point. It helped to add a connection 
without repeating things I would express later in the paragraph.  

Continually, I tend to make long and lengthy sentences that are used just to sound 
smarter or better. I edited a few of these to be more concise and straight to the point. For 
example, I started with these two lengthy sentences: Plagiarism can stunt these student’s 
successes just because of their need to feel in control and make sure that the world does 
not come crashing down on them. I realized that these were wordy when I read them 
outloud to myself. That idea also came from Klinkenborg on page 51. But I then took his 
advice about using strong short sentences to eliminate redundancy and not use 
unnecessary details. I changed them to be straight to the point and short: Students crave 
being in control. For this, they turn to plagiarism. I am not sure if I liked the final edit that 
I made about wrongdoings being punishable and how the specific person does not matter. 
I wanted to shorten the idea that I had originally but I am not sure if the way that I edited 
it had the same meaning as previously  

I liked the edits that I made overall because I felt like that they made the points 
more apparent and they stuck out from the longer and bulkier parts. Some topic sentences 
are just unnecessary, and this helped me to realize that. Sometimes you just need to go 
straight to the point, instead of working around it.  

 

.  
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